
 

HRC Staff Use Only 

Date Received: ................................................  
Parcel No.: ......................................................  
Ward: ..............................................................  
Zoning Classification: .....................................  
Bldg. Inspector: ...............................................  
Council District: ..............................................  

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY HISTORIC NOMINATION FORM 

1. HISTORIC NAME OF PROPERTY:                                                  
Overbrook Municipal Building (1927-28), Engine 
Co. No. 59 (1929-1999)       

 

2. CURRENT NAME OF PROPERTY:  
Accamando Center  

3. LOCATION 

a. Street: 2410 Saw Mill Run Blvd.       

b. City, State, Zip Code: Pittsburgh, PA 15234  

c. Neighborhood: Overbrook  

4. OWNERSHIP 

d. Owner(s): City of Pittsburgh  

e. Street: 414 Grant Street  

f. City, State, Zip Code: Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219  Phone: (412) 255-2626  

5. CLASSIFICATION AND USE – Check all that apply 

Type Ownership  Current Use:  

Structure  Private – home  Community & Rec. Center  

  District  Private – other         

 Site  Public – government         

 Object  Public - other          

  Place of religious worship         

  

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION 
Division of Development Administration and Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 
200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

Fee Schedule 
Please make check payable to Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh 
Individual Landmark Nomination: $100.00 
District Nomination: $250.00 
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6. NOMINATED BY: 

a. Name: Matthew W.C. Falcone  

b. Street: 1503 Reedsdale St.  

c. City, State, Zip: Pittsburgh, Pa. Suite 5003  

d. Phone: (412) 256-8755  Email: mfalcone@preservationpgh.org  

7. DESCRIPTION 
Provide a narrative description of the structure, district, site, or object.  If it has been altered over time, 
indicate the date(s) and nature of the alteration(s).  (Attach additional pages as needed) 
 
If Known: 

a. Year Built: 1927-28  
b. Architectural Style: Colonial Revival  
c. Architect/Builder: Louis Stevens  

 
Narrative: See attached.  

 

8. HISTORY 
Provide a history of the structure, district, site, or object.  Include a bibliography of sources consulted. (Attach 
additional pages as needed.)  Include copies of relevant source materials with the nomination form (see 
Number 11). 
 
Narrative: See attached.  

 

9. SIGNIFICANCE 
The Pittsburgh Code of Ordinances, Title 11, Historic Preservation, Chapter 1: Historic Structures, 
Districts, Sites and Objects lists ten criteria, at least one of which must be met for Historic Designation.  
Describe how the structure, district, site, or object meets one or more of these criteria and complete a 
narrative discussing in detail each area of significance.  (Attach additional pages as needed) 

The structure, building, site, district, object is significant because of (check all that apply): 

1.  Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity; 

2.  Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the 
cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development 
of the City of Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United 
States; 

3.  Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by 
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or 
craftsmanship; 

4.  Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose 
individual work is significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, 
the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States; 

5.  Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques 
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail; 
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6.  Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource; 

7.  Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of 
the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the 
United States; 

8.  Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement 
significant to the cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may 
lack individual distinction; 

9.  Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related 
theme expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that 
may or may not be contiguous; or 

10.  Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing 
an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

Narrative: See attached.  

10. INTEGRITY 

In addition, the ordinance specifies that “Any area, property, site, structure or object that meets 
any one or more of the criteria listed above shall also have sufficient integrity of location, design, 
materials, and workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restoration”.  (Attach additional 
pages as needed) 

Narrative:  

11. NOTIFICATION/CONSENT OF PROPERTY OWNER(S) 

1.3(a)(2)  Community information process. 
Preceding submission of a nomination form for a District, the Historic Review Commission shall conduct 
at least one (1) public information meeting within or near the boundaries of the proposed district, which 
shall include at least one (1) member of the Department of City Planning and one (1) Commission 
member, to discuss the possible effects of designation. Notice shall be given to the owners of property in 
the proposed district in accordance with Section 1.3(b) below.  The final public information meeting shall 
be held no more than six months before the nomination form is submitted. 

1.3(a)(1)(a) Subsection F.   
In the case of a nomination as a Historic District, by community-based organizations or by any 
individual, but in either event the nomination shall be accompanied by a petition signed by the owners of 
record of twenty-five (25) percent of the properties within the boundaries of the proposed District. 

- Please attach documentation of your efforts to gain property owner’s consent.- 
 
** The nomination of any religious property shall be accompanied by a signed letter of consent from the 
property’s owner. 
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12. PHOTO LOGS: Please Attach 

13. BIBLIOGRAPHY: Please Attach 

14. NOMINATION FORM PREPARED BY: 

a. Name: Matthew Falcone for Preservation Pittsburgh  

b. Street: 1503 Reedsdale St., Suite 5003  

c. City, State, Zip: Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233  

d. Phone: (412) 256-8755       Email: mfalcone@preservationpgh.org  

 

e. Signature:   
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HISTORIC NOMINATION – INSTRUCTIONS 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THE NOMINATION FORM 

1. Indicate the original name of the property if it is currently known by a different name; e.g. Union Station. 

2. Indicate the current name of the property 

3. Indicate the street address for the property.  For districts, attach a separate sheet listing the street address of 
each property included in the nomination and a clear street map of the area showing the boundaries of the 
proposed district. 

4. Indicate the owner of the property and his or her mailing address.  For districts, attach a separate sheet listing 
the owner of each property and his or her mailing address. 

5. Check the classification as indicated. 

a. “Historic Structure” means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires directly or 
indirectly, a permanent location on the land, including walks, fences, signs, steps and sidewalks at 
which events that made a significant contribution to national, state or local history occurred or which 
involved a close association with the lives of people of nations, state or local significance; or an 
outstanding example of a period, style, architectural movement, or method of construction; or one of 
the last surviving works of a pioneer architect, builder or designer; or one of the last survivors of a 
particular style or period of construction. 

 
b. “Historic District” means a defined territorial division of land which shall include more than one (1) 

contiguous or related parcels of property, specifically identified by separate resolution, at which 
events occurred that made a significant contribution to national, state, or local history, or which 
contains more than one historic structure or historic landmarks, or which contains groups, rows or 
sets of structures or landmarks, or which contains an aggregate example of a period, style, 
architectural movements or method of construction, providing distinguishing characteristics of the 
architectural type or architectural period it represents. 

 
c. “Historic Site” means the location of a significant event, a prehistoric or historic occupation or 

activity, or a building or structure whether standing, ruined or vanished, where the location itself 
maintains historical or archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing structures. 

 
d. “Historic Object” means a material thing of historic significance for functional, aesthetic cultural or 

scientific reasons that may be, by nature or design, moveable yet related to a specific setting or 
environment. 

6. Indicate the person(s) responsible for the nomination.  Please note: According to the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance: 

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION 
Division of Development Administration and Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 
200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

Historic Review Commission 
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“Nomination of an area, property, site, or object for consideration and designation as a Historic Structure, 
Historic District, Historic Site, or Historic Object may be submitted to the Historic Review Commission by 
any of the following: 

a. The Mayor of the City of Pittsburgh 
b. A Member of the Historic Review Commission 
c. A Member of the City Planning Commission 
d. A Member of the Pittsburgh City Council 
e. The Owner of Record or any person residing in the City of Pittsburgh for at least one year (for the 

nomination of a Historic Structure, Site or Object) 
f. A signed petition of 25% of the owners of record (for the nomination of a Historic District) 

 
7. Write a physical description of the nominated property or district.  Include the following information as 

applicable: 
• architectural style(s) 
• arrangement of architectural elements 
• building materials 
• method(s) of construction  
• visual character 
• street pattern 
• density 
• type and arrangement of buildings 
• topography 
• history of the development of the area 

8. Provide a narrative history of the structure, district, site, or object.  Include the following information when 
available: 

• History of the development of the area; 
• Circumstances which brought the structure, district, site, or object into being; 
• Biographical information on architects, builders, developers, artisans, planners, or others 

who created or contributed to the structure, district, site, or object; 
• Contextual background on building type(s) and/or style(s); 
• Importance of the structure, district, site, or object in the larger community over the course 

of its existence. 
• Include a bibliography of all sources consulted at the end.  Where historical information is 

uncertain or disputed, reference sources in the text. 

9. Listed below are the categories and criteria for historic designation as set forth in the Pittsburgh Historic 
Preservation Ordinance.  Describe in detail how the structure, district, site, or object meets one or more of the 
criteria.  According to that legislation in Section 1.4 of the Pittsburgh Historic Preservation Ordinance, 
Criteria for Designation, a building must meet at least one of the following criteria in order to be designated: 

 
1. Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity; 

 
2. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the cultural, 

historic, architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development of the City of 
Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States; 
 

3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity, 
uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship; 
 

4. Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose individual 
work is significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of 
Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States; 

Historic Review Commission 
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5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by 
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail; 
 

6. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource; 
 

7. Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of 
Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States; 
 

8. Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement significant to the 
cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may lack individual distinction; 
 

9. Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related theme 
expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that may or may 
not be contiguous; or 
 

10. Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of 
Pittsburgh. 
 

10.  In addition, the ordinance specifies that “Any area, property, site, structure or object that meets any one 
or more of the criteria listed above shall also have sufficient integrity of location, design, materials, and 
workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restoration.” 

11. The nomination must be accompanied by evidence that the nominator has made a good-faith effort to 
communicate his or her interest in the historic designation of this landmark or district to the owner(s) of these 
properties.  Describe how this was done, and attach evidence that the owner(s) of the nominated landmark or 
of the properties within the nominated district have been informed of the nomination.  This may include a 
copy of a notification letter with a mailing list, a letter confirming phone calls, or a petition signed by affected 
property owners. 

12. Clear photographs of the nominated buildings or districts should accompany the nomination form.  The 
applicant shall include photographs of all elevations of an individual building and its setting, or the front 
elevation of each building in a district.  In the case of closely spaced buildings or rowhouses, several 
buildings may be included in one photograph.  Each photograph must be labeled with the street address of the 
building(s) and the month and year the photograph was taken. 

13. Copies of major supporting documents should accompany the nomination form.  Such documents may 
include, but are not limited to: 

• historic photographs; 
• historic and contemporary maps; 
• historic or contemporary texts describing the subject property or district; 
• historic or contemporary texts describing people, places, or events that comprise the 

historic context of the subject property or district. 
• Oversized materials (such as architectural drawings) and materials too fragile to copy may 

be accepted. 

PLEASE NOTE:  It is the responsibility of the nominator to provide the Historic Review Commission and its Staff 
with information sufficient to fairly evaluate the nomination.  Incomplete nomination forms will not be accepted.  
Fee must be included.  Nominations must be submitted in both electronic and hard-copy format. 

Historic Review Commission 
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CHECKLIST: INSERT NAME OF PROPERTY HERE  

 

 #1-6 Nomination Form: Address, Ownership, Classification, Nominator Info. 

  #7: Description 

  #8: History 

  #9: Significance 

 #10 Integrity 

 #11 Consent of Property Owners 

 #12 Photographs of Property: numbered and labeled 

 #13 List of Supporting Documents 

 

 Fee 

 Hard-Copy nomination 

 Electronic nomination (Word Format for text).   
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Individual Property Historic Nomination, Attachment to Form: Former Overbrook Municipal Building, 
2410 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15234 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Former Overbrook Municipal Building 

Historic Nomination Form 

Addendum 
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Individual Property Historic Nomination, Attachment to Form: Former Overbrook Municipal Building, 
2410 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15234 
 
 
Individual Property Historic Nomination Form 

Historic Name(s): Overbrook Municipal Building 
Current Name: Accamando Center 
Location: 2410 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15234 
Neighborhood: Overbrook 
Ownership: City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County 
Type: Structure 
Historic Use: City/County Government 
Current Use: Community Center 
 
Descriptive Narrative 
 
Year Built: 1927-28 
Architectural Style: Colonial Revival 
Architect: Louis Stevens 
 

7. Description 

The former Overbrook Municipal Building is a masonry and stone building constructed in the Colonial 
Revival Style.  The primary façade (Photo. 1) fronts the Saw Mill Run Boulevard and is divided into three 
symmetrical bays.  The central bay consists of two stories delineated by a stone stringcourse.  Rat-trap 
bond is use throughout the building with darker, brown bricks used to accentuate the pattern. 

The first floor is dominated by a wooden paneled garage door, comprised of five rows and fifteen 
columns, of which the second and third from the top contain single glass panes.  The second story is 
comprised of three openings, two of which are twelve-over-twelve windows on left and right and a door 
with a twelve-paneled transom above a door comprised of twelve-glass panes above two wooden 
panels.  The door opens on to a small stone balcony (Photo. 2) enclosed by a painted metal railing.  The 
roof of this segment is comprised by a pointed pediment, the brick-faced tympanum contains an 
octagonal opening, framed with stone, containing a clock.  Projecting from the roof, but set back from 
the façade, is a small, square base and nub which identifies where they original bell tower once stood. 

The flanking left (Photo. 3) and right bays are identical and symmetrical to one another although set 
back from the central bay and shorter in height.  The first floor of each contains a doorway framed by 
Doric pilasters supporting a triangular, wooden pediment.  Each contains two, four-paneled doors and 
transom-lites row consisting of one five panes of equal size.  A stone string course delineates the first 
and second floors, connecting to the same string course that divides the first and second floors of the 
central bay.  Above this string course on the second floor, each bay contains a single six-over-six, double-
hung windows and an open gabled roof that slopes towards the primary façade.  Stone coins frame the 
corners of this bay and run the height of the building. 
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Individual Property Historic Nomination, Attachment to Form: Former Overbrook Municipal Building, 
2410 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15234 
 
 
The left bay contains a flag pole, protruding from the building’s façade at a 45 degree angle and a bronze 
dedication plaque (Photo. 4) stating: “Borough of Overbrook Municipal Bldg., Erected 1927-28, Ernest E. 
Meier, Burgess, John R. Herring, President, Edwin P. Meier, Charles W. Champion, Harry R. Zoller, Peter 
G. Sehn, Brice Rohm, Clyde C. Golden – 1927, Joseph Bauer – 1927, Phillip B. Zoeller, Clerk, John E. 
Laughlin, Solicitor, Thomas J. McGovern, Engineer; Louis Stevens, F.A.I.A., Architect; Good Construction 
Company, Contractors.”  The plaque takes on the form of a Palladian window with the seal of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the central arch, and two fluted pilasters framing either side. 

The right bay contains a bronze plaque (Photo 5.) to the left of the door that reads “ENGINE CO NO. 59, 
Erected 1929, Reconstructed 1930, Charles H. Kline, Mayor, James M. Clark, Director, Dept of Public 
Saftey, Richard L. Smith, Chief, Bureau of Fire, Richard Neff, R.P.E., City Architect” and is framed by a 
small band of laurel wreaths.   The stone band (Photo. 6), which is damaged, immediately to the right of 
the door of this bay is engraved: “Overbrook Municipal Building A.D. 1928.” 

Each side of the building is identical to one another and comprised of three parts, the central building, 
which rises to two stories, a transept which rises two stories but of shorter height than the central 
building, and a one-story rise with hipped roof.  The central building contains five double-hunt windows 
with a transom of equal height.  The transept is divided into two stories by a stone string course with 
two windows on the first floor and a central six-over-six with fan-topped window on the second floor.  
The transept is crowned with an open-gabled roof that dies into the central building while the first floor 
has a lean-to roof sloping out from the central building.  A small chimney, embedded within the central 
building’s wall on the North side of the building, rises between the space between the rear two windows 
of the central building. 

Rear of the Building 

The rear of the building (Photo. 7) reflects many of the design elements of the primary façade.  The 
façade is divided into three bays, a two-story central section flanked by one-story additions.  The central 
bay contains two double-hung windows on either side of a rectangular garage door crowned by a fan-
like opening.  Unlike the primary façade, the second floor of the building is not delineated by a string 
course but does contain two double-hung windows with a transom.  An open pediment roofline frames 
a circular, louvered opening.  The addition on right is comprised entirely of a brick wall and hipped roof 
while the addition on left contains double metal doors under a hipped roof. 

The property on which the building stands includes a parking lot which encompasses the North side and 
rear of the building.  A small manicured garden with a stone monolith war memorial surrounds the 
South side of the building. 

Interior 

The interior of the building has been substantially altered.  Floors are vinyl tile, walls are gypsum board, 
ceilings are hung acoustical tile, and lighting is fluorescent tube.  Historic features which remain include 
staircases with iron newel posts with wrought iron railings (Photo. 11); a safe marked “Pittsburg Safe 
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Individual Property Historic Nomination, Attachment to Form: Former Overbrook Municipal Building, 
2410 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15234 
 
 
Company/Pittsburg, Pa.” in the former clerk’s office.  The apparatus for controlling the clock on the 
primary façade also still exists in the former mess hall (Photo. 10).  Two jail cells also still remain on the 
first floor towards the back of the building on the south side of the building.  
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Individual Property Historic Nomination, Attachment to Form: Former Overbrook Municipal Building, 
2410 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15234 
 
 
8. History 

The earliest documented settlers in the community that would become their neighborhood of 
Overbrook can be traced to 1789. Research indicates that John Varner, Jacob Crady, John Stewart, and 
William Wightman would first settle Overbrook, when Wightman purchased land from the Native-
Americans and constructed a log cabin in the vicinity of Maytide St. 

What is today known as Overbook was originally called Fairhaven and was a small town within Baldwin 
Township.  In 1871 the company of the Pittsburgh & Castle Shannon Railroad was incorporated with 
Milton Hays as its first president.  The railway was important in the early expansion of the Fairhaven 
Community as it also served as a real estate development business.  Plans of lots were on display at the 
company office.  Overbrook was so named by Henry T. Galley, after Over-the-Brook, a town in Ireland.  
In 1919 the tiny but bustling town broke away from Baldwin Township and became the independent 
Borough of Overbrook.  The development of local roads in the 1920s and the opening of the Liberty 
Tunnels in 1924 brought additional expansion for all southern communities. 

The idea for a municipal building in Overbrook had its origin in 1927.  The ordinances and meeting 
minutes that discuss the origin of the municipal building, the competition and selection of the architect 
(No. 109), and the ordinance using eminent domain (No. 108) have been missing since the records were 
delivered to the Pittsburgh City Clerk’s Office after annexation.  However, several ancillary documents 
help provide insight into these decisions.  Overbrook Ordinance No. 120, entitled “An Ordinance 
Repealing Part of Ordinance No. 108, entitled: ‘An ordinance authorizing the taking, using, etc.” 
identifies that the properties of Ernest E. Meier (the Borough Burgess), Leonard M. & Minnie Parsons, 
Jacob Degenhardt, John & Bridget Maines were all taken by the Borough for the purpose of “…erecting 
thereon a borough building” (although the ordinance itself repeals the taking of John & Bridget Maines’ 
property).1  Similarly, the contractual agreement between Good Construction Company and the 
Borough identifies Louis Stevens, F.A.I.A., as the architect.2   

• Electric: Hale Electric Co., $1,490.00 
• Plumbing: Moss & Blakeley Plumbing Co., $2,773 
• Heating: Midgeley Heating Co., $2,400 

In 1928 the Council of Overbrook issued a $60,000 bond for the creation of a two-story building to 
house the borough offices, fire, and police departments.  While the building was completed in January 
of 1929, a grand celebration was planned for its commencement on Mary 25th, 1929.3  For the 
celebration, invitations were sent to 240 organizations throughout the district to take part in a parade 
hosted by the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Overbrook Volunteer fire department.  And the 
celebration was clearly a momentous one for the borough as the building was festooned with bunting 

1 Borough of Overbrook Ordinance No. 120. 
2 This Agreement. 
3 Borough of Overbrook Ordinance No. 95; “Fete Planned by Overbrook.” The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, May 2, 
1929. 
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Individual Property Historic Nomination, Attachment to Form: Former Overbrook Municipal Building, 
2410 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15234 
 
 
and people lined the sides of Library Street (later Saw Mill Run Boulevard), to watch the parade.4  
Although the Overbrook Municipal Building would only serve as the seat of local government for a short 
time, this brief span was marked with several such celebrations.  In early December, 1929 thousands 
would again gather around the decorated Overbrook Municipal Building to celebrate the opening of the 
Saw Mill Run Blvd.  Costing the County $848,541 and connected nearly 100,000 residents of Overbrook, 
Knoxville, Mt. Oliver, Carrick, Brentwood, Castle Shannon, Bethel, Mt. Lebanon, and Dormont.  The 
parade initiated at the Overbrook Municipal Building and continued to the south side of the Liberty 
Tunnels, where the road then connected to the City.  A ribbon cutting-ceremony (performed by 
Overbrook resident Katherine Owen) was held with County Commissioner E.V. Babcock delivered a 
speech presenting the boulevard to the public.5 

  

4 “As Overbrook Celebrated.” The Pittsburgh Press, May 26th, 1929. 
5 “Saw Mill Run Dedication Held,” The Pittsburgh Press, December 15th, 1929 

6 
 

                                                             



Individual Property Historic Nomination, Attachment to Form: Former Overbrook Municipal Building, 
2410 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15234 
 
 
9. Significance 

1) This building does not meet this Criterion. 
2) This building does not meet this Criterion. 

 
3) Its exemplification of an architectural type, style, or design distinguished by innovation, rarity, 

uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship; 

The former Overbrook Borough Building embodies elements of the Colonial Revival style, 
which was popular from 1880 to roughly 1960.   

The Colonial Revival style was an effort to look back to the Federal and Georgian architecture 
of America's founding period for design inspiration.  This enthusiasm to explore the 
architecture of America's founding period was generated in part by the Philadelphia 
Centennial of 1876 celebrating the country's 100th birthday and further promoted by the 
Columbian Exposition of 1893. 

Like most revival efforts, the Colonial Revival style did not generally produce true copies of 
earlier styles.  Although, in the early years of the 20th century (1915-1935) there was a real 
interest in studying and duplicating Georgian period architecture. Generally, the Colonial 
Revival style took certain design elements - front façade symmetry, front entrance fanlights 
and sidelights, pedimented doorways, porches and dormers - and applied them to larger 
scale buildings. These colonial era details could be combined in a great variety of ways, 
creating many subtypes within this style. 

The Colonial Revival style was popular for public buildings, applying common architectural 
details of the style to a larger form. Colonial Revival public buildings include government 
offices, post offices, libraries, banks, schools and churches.6 

Examples of Colonial Revival architecture within the City of Pittsburgh are rare with the Pitt 
Building (208 Smithfield St., Downtown) designed by Edward Lee in 1918 (altered in 1921) 
being, perhaps, the most notable example.  The Allegheny Harvard-Yale-Princeton Club (617-
619 William Penn Place, Downtown) and The Allegheny Elks Lodge #339 also designed by 
Edward Lee (the latter is a building remodel) are also notable for incorporated Federal 
elements in their design. 

Evidence of this style on the former Overbrook Municipal Building can be seen in the 
symmetry of the building and primary facade, use of brick, large masonry coins, fan-light, 
twelve-over-twelve and six-over-six double hung windows, pediments, and a gabled roof. 

6 Colonial Revival Style 1880-1960, Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, 
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/colonial-revival.html  
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4) Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose individual work 
is significant in the history of development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, 
the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States 

The former Overbrook Municipal Borough building was designed by Louis Stevens, a 
renowned Pittsburgh architect noted for his significant contributions in and around the city.   

Many of Louis’ architectural contributions have been listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places as well as recognized by the City of Pittsburgh as historic landmarks or contributing 
buildings to local historic districts.  Perhaps the highest concentration of Louis’ work can be 
seen in the Schenley Farms Historic District in 4360 Centre Ave., 4342 Centre Ave., 4338 
Centre Ave., 4330 Centre Ave., 4212 Centre Ave., 4206 Bigelow Blvd., 4214 Bigelow Blvd., 
4309 Parkman Ave., 4200 Parkman Ave., 4251 Parkman Ave., 4245 Parkman Ave.,  213 
Tennyson Ave., 4433 Schenley Farms Ter., 203 Tennyson Ave., 4333 Schenley Farms Ter., 4200 
Center Ave.7  His work, which is largely residential, can also be seen throughout Squirrel Hill 
and Shadyside.  The former Overbrook Municipal Building, serving a civic function, is 
exceptional in Louis’ existent body of work. 

5) This building does not meet this Criterion. 
6) This building does not meet this Criterion. 

 
7) Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of 

Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States 
 

As the seat of government for the borough, the former Overbrook Municipal Building is 
directly associated with Overbrook’s history, development, and the process by which it 
became part of the City of Pittsburgh. 
 
The prospect of annexation had been part of political discourse in Allegheny decades prior to 
the construction of the Overbrook Municipal Building.  The process, though, became 
particularly heated on  October 22, 1924 when a petition calling for annexation, signed by 
172 voters (more than the required 5% voting population threshold), was presented in 
Criminal Court to Judge James R. Macfarlane.  Having failed, a similar petition containing 241 
signatures was filed on March 10, 1926 in the Court of Quarter Sessions.8  On June 8th, 1926 
by a margin of forty seven votes, the Borough again decided not to join the City of 
Pittsburgh.9  In 1928 the process of annexation consideration began again with a group of 
citizens in the borough beginning an education campaign on the merits of annexation.10  On 

7 Buildings of Louis Stevens, Architect.  Googlemap, https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=18NOqS0t-
XD_s7T8iDx3EaxY4DxU&hl=en&ll=40.44920456656939%2C-79.95596408843994&z=8  
8 “Overbrook, 4,000 Population, Asks City to Take It In”. The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, March 10, 1926. 
9 “Margin of 47 Votes Keeps Borough from Joining the City”. The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, June 9, 1926. 
10 “Overbrook Annexation”, the Pittsburgh Press, July 16, 1928. 
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May 26th, 1929, In the midst of this annexation campaign however, the Municipal Building 
would open amidst much fanfare, pomp, and circumstance.  The celebration was to be as 
short lived as the building’s tenure as a seat of governance for the borough.  On June 12, 
1929 the citizens of Overbrook again went to the polls to consider annexation and this time 
won by a clear majority.11 
 
While the majority of residents of Overbrook did vote for annexation, it was not warmly 
welcomed by the Council.  Concerns about annexation ranged from the loss of autonomy to, 
according to former Overbrook Burgess Meier “too much efficiency”.  Shortly after the news 
was delivered after the election the Burgesses moved to enact a series of measures that 
would immediately benefited themselves or the community.  On December 21st, the 
Burgesses moved to spend $500,000 on improvements to the streets and sewers of the 
borough with the caveat that the work of the contractors would begin before the borough 
was subsumed into the City.  On December 23rd, the Council Moved to rename the streets of 
Overbrook from themselves and their friends.12  On December 24th the Council was informed 
that the citizens of Overbrook, not the City of Pittsburgh, would be responsible for paying for 
the improvements to the streets and sewers recently passed by the Council.  Undeterred, the 
Overbrook Council voted to add twelve new fire fighters and three new policemen to the 
Borough’s payroll which would shortly be taken over by Pittsburgh.  In what was, perhaps, a 
final act of protest, the Councilmen sold their office and Council furniture to themselves for 
one dollar, stating in a pleas of justification: 

 
Be it resolved that in view of the fact the members of council have served the community 
long and faithfully, and without compensation – for many years, losing time and money 
at their business, therefore be it ‘Resolved that each councilman be given his desk and 
chair and lamp for the sum of one dollar and the same paid to the borough clerk and 
spread on the minutes of the meeting; also that the burgess be granted the same 
courtesy and permitted to have his deck and chairs and lamp, upon the payment of one 
dollar to the borough clerk.13 

These actions are, perhaps, a reaction to Mayor Kline’s speech delivered during a political 
unity rally for the impending annexation in Carrick on December 12, 1929 in which he stated 
the municipal building “of colonial design” would eventually be reused as a firehouse and 
“the furniture to be moved downtown where it was needed.”14 

11 “Vote to Join City”, The Pittsburgh Press, June 12, 1929. 
12 Overbrook Borough Ordinance 276, Enacted & Approved on December 17, 1929; “Audit by City of Overbrook 
Books Planned”. The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Dec 23rd, 1929. 
13 “Solicitor Says Borough Didn’t Own Equipment”. The Pittsburgh Press, January 10th, 1930. 
14 “Politics Take Front in Fete at Overbrook”. The Pittsburgh-Post Gazette, December 12, 1929. 
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After Overbrook was annexed by the City, the building continued to play an integral role in 
the community, particularly for firemen.  After the City assumed ownership, it undertook 
several renovations to the building to better equip the building to serve as a firehouse.  
Richard Neff, the City architect for Pittsburgh redesigned the entrance to the main building, 
enlarging the two smaller, rounded-arched openings and replacing them with the larger, 
rectangular garage door that remains today. 

This complex transition from serving as a municipal hall to a City fire station is memorialized 
on the building itself, with the two commemorative plaques on opposing sides of the 
building. 

8) Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement significant to the 
cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may lack individual distinction 

The former Overbrook Municipal Building exemplifies the development of Overbrook from an 
independent political entity to a neighborhood within the City of Pittsburgh.  The 
construction of the building was meant to serve as a seat of government for the borough as 
well as to house civic services the borough provided to its residents, namely a police and fire 
department.  Upon annexation the building was remodeled by the City of Pittsburgh to solely 
house an enlarged fire department. 

9) Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archeological, or related theme expressed 
through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that may or may not be 
contiguous 
 

The former Overbrook Municipal Building is an excellent representation of events related to 
politics and government that shaped the current geo-political boundaries of the City of 
Pittsburgh.  Starting with the annexation of the Northern Liberties Borough in 1837, the City 
of Pittsburgh would, over the course of a century, annex thirty-eight townships and 
boroughs, as well as parts of others, to form the current boundaries of the City.  Overbrook 
was the last of these municipalities to be annexed to become part of Pittsburgh on January 6, 
1930. 
 
Many of these municipalities had either an independent building to house government 
officials or shared space with other civic organizations but few survived the transition.  
Perhaps the most notable of these was Allegheny City’s City Hall.  Annexed in 1907, 
Allegheny City’s Council was initially, and very briefly, merged with Pittsburgh’s before each 
legislative body was dissolved and reconstituted with nine Council Members, which define 
the legislative branch of City Government to today.  This annexation and absorption of 
Allegheny City into the City of Pittsburgh would help force the need for a larger city hall 
building and eventually lead to the construction of the City-County Building.  It is worth 
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noting that the design of the Council Chambers ceiling prominently features the names of 
each borough and township annexed into the City of Pittsburgh. 
 
Allegheny City’s City Hall would remain in use for government records for nearly another 
three decades before being demolished to make way for Buehl Planetarium.  Similarly, the 
Council Chambers of Knoxville Borough were, for a majority of the Borough’s existence, held 
in the public school building before moving to a municipal hall on Brownsville Road.  After 
annexation both structures would be demolished, eradicating these established 
governmental seats.  Only the former municipal halls of Carrick and Overbrook remain.   

 
10) Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an established 

and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of Pittsburgh 
 

The former Overbrook Municipal Building occupies a prominent spot in Overbrook at the T-
intersection of Saw Mill Run Blvd. and Maytide St., two major thoroughfares connecting 
Carrick and Overbrook as well as Pittsburgh to the South Hills.  The nearby Overbook Blvd. 
intersection and walkway connection to the South Busway also help to underscore the 
important nexus.  The wide boulevard on Saw Mill Run Blvd., several empty lots, and rising 
hillside behind the building help create a sense of space and the use of high style architecture 
accentuates its prominence among the largely vernacular counterparts nearby. 

10. Integrity 

The former Overbrook Borough Building enjoys a high degree of integrity of location, setting, 
workmanship, feeling, and association.  The design of the building has been altered with the 
replacement of the original rounded-arched entryway doors with a rectangular garage door that 
is respectful of the overall design.  The railing, colonnettes, dome and weather vein of the small 
cupola has also been removed but its base on the roof remains.  The massing, scale, and overall 
integrity of the brick and stonework reflect the architect’s original design. 
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Photo. 1. Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Saw Mill Run Boulevard Façade, March 2, 2017. Source: 
Matthew W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 2. Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Saw Mill Run Boulevard Façade (Detail), March 2, 2017. 
Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 3. Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Saw Mill Run Boulevard Façade, Left Annex, March 2, 
2017. Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 4. Borough of Overbrook Municipal Bldg. Plaque, Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Saw Mill 
Run Boulevard Façade, March 2, 2017. Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 5. Engine Company No. 59, Dedication Plaque, Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Saw Mill 
Run Boulevard Façade, March 2, 2017. Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 6. Overbrook Municipal Building Cornerstone, Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Saw Mill Run 
Boulevard Façade, March 2, 2017. Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 7. Rear Façade, Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Saw Mill Run Boulevard Façade, March 2, 
2017. Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 8. Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Saw Mill Run Boulevard Façade, March 2, 2017. Source: 
Matthew W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 9. Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Saw Mill Run Boulevard Façade, March 2, 2017. Source: 
Matthew W.C. Falcone. 

  

12 
 



 

Photo 10. Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Clock Controls, March 2, 2017. Source: Matthew W.C. 
Falcone. 
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Photo. 11. Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Interior Stairwell, March 2, 2017. Source: Matthew 
W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 12. Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Stairwell Window, March 2, 2017. Source: Matthew 
W.C. Falcone. 
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Photo. 13. Former Overbrook Municipal Building, Carrick-Overbrook Historical Society Meeting Space 
(Former Overbrook Council Chambers and Offices) 2nd Floor, March 2, 2017. Source: Matthew W.C. 
Falcone. 
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“Saw Mill Run Dedication Held” (detail). The Pittsburgh Press, December, 15, 1929. 
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“As Overbrook Celebrated” (detail). The Pittsburgh Press, May 26, 1929. 
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